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Revival Conference Sessions:  
Study Guide and Leader Notes
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Warren Peel
WELCOME & OPENING SERMON 

1. What happened as Whitfield and Wesley preached on both sides of the Atlantic?  

 A religious revival occurred “which changed in a few years the whole temper of English society:  

 the church was restored to life and activity religion was carried to the hearts of people with the fresh  

 spirit of moral zeal, while it purified our literature and our manners; a new philanthropy reformed our  

 prisons, infused clemency and wisdom into our penal laws, abolished the slave trade and gave the first  

 impulse to popular education.”

2. Could these results be down to two exceptionally gifted and energetic leaders with a good  

 evangelistic strategy?  Why, or why not?  

 A strong argument in favor of this being a supernatural occurrence lies in this transformation of society  

 having stood the test of time; in stark contrast, the bloody French Revolution was unfolding in  

 continental Europe at the same time.

3. Where did the ‘revivalists’ of the 19th and 20th centuries go wrong, according to the speaker?  

 They thought that they could work up revival by human might and power—that all they had to do  

 was get the method right and the results were assured. Yet Zechariah tells us that the church is  

 built “not by might nor by power.”

4. What does it mean in practice for us humbly to depend on God’s Spirit for all things?  

 Rather than taking a pragmatic approach—doing what works, what is appealing to natural man—a  

 dependence on God’s Spirit will lead us to cry out to God in prayer, use the means he has appointed to  

 worship and evangelise, and trust God to act.

5. Explain how the imagery in this chapter of Zechariah points us to Jesus as prophet, priest and king.   

 Joshua the high priest and Zerubbabel the ruler (king) are the channels through which the oil of the  

 Spirit flows to God’s people; Zechariah is the prophet bringing the word of God.  Together they picture  

 the Lord Jesus in his threefold office. 

Jeremy Walker
REACHING AND REVIVAL: THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD 

1. What is revival, and why should we long for it? 

 In revival, God’s ordinary operations (converting sinners and sanctifying saints) receive an  

 “extraordinary intensification.” We long for revival because it glorifies God and builds the church.

2. What six qualities does the speaker suggest that all ‘preeminent preachers of the word’ share? 

 Humility, conviction, heavenly affections, love for men, affliction, and action.

3. In II Thessalonians chapter 2 Paul says that he brought the gospel ‘in power and in the Holy Spirit  

 and in much assurance’.  What does he mean? 

 Walker mentions “prayer-soaked preaching” in which the preacher is carried along by the force of  

 the Holy Spirit and men are gripped by the heat and light of the message.

4. The speaker argues that ‘it is the preaching of a crucified Christ that is the crying need of the hour’.  

 What alternatives are on offer today, and why do people resort to them? 

 Answers might include health, wealth, and prosperity; psychological wellbeing; your best life now; social  

 justice.  These are attractive to the natural man and therefore may appear to “work” in terms of filling  

 empty pews.

5. What is the ministry of the Holy Spirit?  Is it any different in times of revival? 

 As the preacher holds up Christ, “it is the Spirit’s delight as it were to turn the spotlight upon him  

 to show the Son in all his glory.”  This is always the Spirit’s ministry, but in times of revival this  

 is intensified.
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Iain Murray
REFORMATION AS REVIVAL: ENGLAND IN THE 16TH CENTURY 

1. What were the main political events that led to the ‘official Reformation’ of the 16th century? 

 Henry VIII married Catherine of Aragon and they had one child, Mary (later Mary Tudor). Wanting a male  

 heir, and seeking a divorce from his first wife, the king secured the Act of Supremacy, giving him the  

 position in the English church that the Pope had formally occupied. Subsequent political events made  

 it advantageous for Henry to move closer to Protestantism.

2. The reformation occurred in England in spite of Henry VIII, not because of him.’  What does the  

 speaker mean?  Do you agree? 

 Murray argues that the Reformation “didn’t come from the king, it didn’t come from the bishops, didn’t  

 come from parliament… it didn’t come publicized, promoted by great figures; it came virtually silently  

 like the dew, and had its beginnings with…William Tyndale.” His point is that Henry VIII’s political  

 maneuverings were cynically motivated, but God intended—and overruled—them for good.

3. ‘True revival begins with a rediscovery, a finding of the word of God.’ What biblical examples are  

 there of this principle? 

 Murray cites the example of King Josiah. Other examples could be mentioned.

4. ‘It’s not only the presence of the truth but it’s the power and the authority of the Spirit of God  

 accompanying the truth that is inevitably a mark of revival.’ Why is the word insufficient without  

 the Spirit? 

 No one comes to faith in Christ by their own ability. God must command the light to shine into the  

 darkness of our ignorant, deceitful, and naturally truth-hating hearts. The parable of the sower  

 underlines the point that the word in and of itself does not inevitably bear fruit; there must be a  

 preparation of the soil.

5. ‘Faith… has an invincible quality to it; you can’t overthrow it.’  How might this statement be  

 supported, both biblically and from 16th century history? 

 Answers will vary; the Acts of the Apostles vividly illustrates the triumph of the truth from the Day  

 of Pentecost onwards. Wycliffe’s story makes a similar point.

6. ‘Faith… has an invincible quality to it; you can’t overthrow it.’  How might this statement be  

 supported, both biblically and from 16th century history? 

 What happens in revival is that great assurance is given to numbers of Christians simultaneously;  

 their complete confidence in the certainty of eternal things both attracts opposition and enables them  

 to endure that opposition.

7. Why does revival always lead to the greater praise of God? 

 The purpose of the gospel is the praise of the glory of God’s grace; where the gospel comes with life  

 and power the effect will always be praise and thanksgiving.

8. Why did Dr Lloyd-Jones say that singing should not have the prominence it has today?  Is he right? 

 His point is that we live in a day of small things. “Let there be prayer now and humiliation now and  

 repentance now; the praise will come, and the praise that comes will be glorious to God.”

Iain Murray
BOOKS AND REVIVAL 

1. ‘We’re not meant to live without spiritual exhilaration… without the experience of heart warming’.   

 What are the dangers of purely intellectual religion, and how is it avoided? 

 Answers will vary; Murray cited the book of Revelation.

2. What are the three distinguishing marks of true revival the speaker provides? 

 In every revival, there is the restoration of deeper devotion—warmer love and commitment—towards  

 the Lord Jesus. Murray calls this pattern invariable.

3. Why does revival strengthen the unity of the church? 

 One reason is that believers come to a shared unity of purpose; another is that the growing love  

 believers have for their Lord translates into a love for his church. It is unsurprising that the coming of  

 the Spirit in greater measure should strengthen the visible expression of what the scriptures call  

 “the unity of the Spirit” (Eph. 4).

4. What is meant by ‘unction’ in a worship service, and how would we know if it is present? 

 A revival is an effusion, an outpouring of the Spirit of Christ, that makes a vital difference in public  

 worship.  We call this “unction,” and it is recognized by the freedom of expression, joy, and earnestness  

 that it lends to worship, preaching and prayer, and by its fruit in the conversion of souls.
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Maurice Roberts
ROBERT MURRAY M”CHEYNE: PREPARING FOR REVIVAL

1. What, according to Roberts, are two things we may do to prepare for revival? 

 Firstly, we should seek to grow in holiness; secondly, we should pray for revival with all our  

 heart and soul.

2. What were the three commitments M’Cheyne’s made with a view to growing in holiness? 

 To maintain a conscience void of offense; to be filled with the Holy Spirit; to gain entire likeness to Christ.

3. What were some of the habits of life M’Cheyne adopted in pursuit of these commitments? 

 Roberts mentions M’Cheyne’s determination to view his sins in the light of the cross, the judgment seat,  

 and hell, and to confess them as soon as he saw them; also, the extended time he spent alone with God  

 in the Scriptures each day.

4. Where in the Bible do we find encouragement to pray for revival? 

 Answers will vary; Roberts cites:

• 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and 

seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 

sin and heal their land.”

• Habakkuk 3:2, “O LORD, I have heard Your speech and was afraid; O LORD, revive Your work in the 

midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy.”

5. What were some of the marks of revival when it came? 

 It was as though a mighty rushing wind filled the place; people were shaken; the revival spread from Kil-

syth to other parts of Scotland; from early until late every day great numbers of people pressed into church-

es, asking how they might find ease of conscience.

Geoff Thomas
WALES, 1904: REVIVAL AND ITS FRUIT

1. ‘We’re not meant to live without spiritual exhilaration… without the experience of heart warming’.   

 What are the dangers of purely intellectual religion, and how is it avoided? 

 The primary danger for the Christian that goes for a long time without the experience of heart-warming  

 is that he should “find himself tempted to get his emotions satisfied from earthly things.” It is avoided by  

 “tasting the love of Christ and savoring the felt comforts of a Savior’s presence, a Savior’s blessedness”.  

 This happens when the Holy Spirit accompanies the preaching of the gospel and generates the affections  

 that accompany a true glimpse of the loveliness of Christ.

2. What are the three distinguishing marks of true revival the speaker provides? 

 Many conversions; great assurance given to the people of God (and joy in that assurance); and a fear  

 of God (both upon the people of God and outsiders).

3. What were some of the ‘new measures’ introduced by 19th century revivalist preacher Charles Finney;  

 what was their aim, and what was their result? 

 Finney’s philosophy led him to fire up people’s emotions through music to foster a suitable atmosphere  

 and manipulate a crowd.  The aim was to bring about a visible and immediate response to the gospel  

 call. The result was spurious conversions and a superficial and man-centered “gospel.”

4. Thomas mentions the ‘social gospel’ as one cause of division in the Welsh church.  What is the  

 social gospel, and what has been its fruit? 

 The social gospel substitutes the reformation of society for the regeneration of the heart. It is  

 predominantly about the here and now—man’s temporal welfare. Its fruit, sadly, has been the emptying  

 of the churches and the abandoning of confidence in the gospel.

Ian Hamilton
JONATHAN EDWARDS AND THE AWAKENING IN NORTHAMPTON

1. What is the difference between knowing God merely intellectually and knowing God ‘experientially’? 

 It is the difference between knowing about God and knowing God; experiential religion involves  

 “the affections”—love for God and hatred of sin, from which flows that fear of the Lord which the  

 Bible calls the beginning of wisdom.



8 REVIVAL.MOVIE REVIVAL.MOVIE 9

2. Edwards ‘preached the three Rs’.  Explain. 

 The three Rs are ruin, redemption, and regeneration. This is the Bible in miniature, embracing the Fall,  

 Christ’s work on the cross, and the transformative impact of that work on those who believe.

3. ‘At the heart of [Edwards’] God-entranced view was the love of Christ.’  How can we cultivate  

 greater love for our saviour? 

 By diligent use of the “means of grace,” the word of God, the sacraments, and prayer.

4. What did Edwards have to say of the dangers that can accompany or follow revival? 

 He was keenly aware of the danger of spiritual pride that can follow in the wake of the intensified  

 work of the Spirit.

5. What did Edwards believe was the ultimate purpose of divine awakenings (revivals)?  Was he right?

 The glory of God.

6. In saying that revival aims at the ‘transformation’ of sinners, what did Edwards mean? 

 Edwards meant that God’s power at the same time changes the heart and infuses life into the dead  

 soul; not simply that he transitions us from one state into another but that he infuses the very life  

 of God into the soul of man. This results in “the alteration of the temper and disposition and spirit  

 of the mind,” “transformed living,” and “the expulsive power of a new affection.”

Brian Edwards
REVIVAL: A PEOPLE SATURATED WITH GOD

1. What are the five ‘hallmarks of revival’ provided by the speaker? 

 An awesome awareness of God, a deep hatred of sin, a longing for holiness, a renewed joy in worship,  

 and a passion to reach the unsaved.

2. What example do we see in the Bible? 

 Edwards mentions Moses, Jeremiah, Josiah, and Hezekiah.

3. What example do we see in revivals in recent centuries? 

 Examples Edwards mentions include the Moravians in 1727, Cambuslang (Scotland) in 1720, Wales in  

 1859, N Korea in 1907, Yarmouth in 1921, Scotland’s West coast in 1947, Rwanda in the 1920s, South Africa  

 in 1967, the Isle of Lewis in the 1960s, China in 1906, the Belgian Congo in 1953, Saragota Springs in 1819;  

 England in the 16th Century and Edwards in the 18th, Kentucky in 1800, Borneo and Indonesia in 1973,  

 Cornwall in 1794, Madras in 1940s; also, the Valdensians and the Lollards.

4. Is it possible to have one of the five hallmarks without also having the other four?  Why, or why not? 

 Because these are the hallmarks of a supernatural work of the Spirit of God, they belong together;  

 each gives rise to the next.

Geoff Thomas
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND REVIVAL

1. Why don’t some people like to hear about revival?  Are their concerns valid? 

 Reasons might include fear that a focus on the past detracts from what God is doing in the present;  

 having attended dubious revivalist meetings; concern that emphasizing revival may simply be an excuse  

 for inactivity. Thomas argues that these concerns are based on ignorance of what revival is.

2. Why is the reality of spiritual declension a reason to believe in spiritual revival? 

 That churches enter periods of spiritual barrenness is evident from Scripture (the church at Ephesus  

 being an example); to reverse that a mighty work of the Spirit of God is called for—and this appears to be  

 exactly what we find, both in scripture and in church history.

 

3. What was the impact of the revival that followed the Day of Pentecost? 

 Thomas speaks of “mighty blessings of God and fruit of the Holy Spirit—graces of the Holy Spirit.”

4. ‘Test the spirits whether they are of God.’  How do we distinguish a real work of God from  

 mere emotionalism? 

 The work will stand the test of time and produce men and women of eminent holiness who live lives of  

 obedience to God’s revealed will.

5. What do we learn about praying for revival in the life and teaching of Christ? 

 We learn from Christ’s life that he practiced effectual, fervent prayer—sometimes staying up all night  

 to pray. We learn from his teaching that we are to pray, “Thy kingdom come”—a prayer for people to  

 come under the Lordship of Christ in greater and greater numbers, as happens at times of revival.
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Peter Naylor
THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES

1. The speaker explains that chapters 33 to 48 of Ezekiel are written to give comfort to God’s people.   

 What is the purpose of the first two sections of the book? 

 The first section, chapters 1–24, are words of warning, as Israel slid into judgment—warnings which were  

 fulfilled in the siege that lasted from 15 January 588 BC to 18 July 586 BC, after which the temple was  

 destroyed. God was coming to punish his rebellious house. Then followed eight chapters of judgment  

 pronounced on the surrounding nations. From that point on the message is one of comfort and hope.

2. What is represented by the valley of dry bones, and how does this apply to us? 

 Ezekiel is taken around a valley in which unburied bodies have been left to decompose and to bake in  

 the sun—a picture of death, disgrace, and dishonor. The comfort of the prophecy is that dry bones can be  

 made to live. We are living in the Gospel Age, and we should expect that the preaching of the gospel in  

 the power of the Holy Spirit will cause those who are spiritually dead to become alive.

3. What is the effect of the Holy Spirit being given to the God’s people? 

 The effect of the Spirit is to cleanse the heart so that the word of God is obeyed.

4. When in history is the promise of v26 fulfilled: ‘I will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore’? 

 This is a description of the church of God, of which the Old Testament sanctuary was a type or shadow.  

 The great judgment upon Israel in Ezekiel 10 had been the departure of the glory of the Lord from the  

 temple; in Ezekiel 33 the Shepherd gives us his Spirit, and it is then that we see the people of  

 God glorified.

5. When in history is the promise of v14 fulfilled: ‘I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live’? 

 This was fulfilled in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, coming to expression on the Day of Pentecost  

 with the outpouring of the Spirit who would indwell all believers.

Maurice Roberts
LONGING FOR REVIVAL

1. Why should we long for revival? 

 Revival means conversion, and to come to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is more important than anything  

 else; we long that the souls of the people in our families, in our communities, and in our nation may be  

 turned to seek Christ and to find eternal life and peace through faith in him! To long for revival is to long  

 for God to be glorified, for his cause to prosper and the work of his son the Lord Jesus Christ to go 

 forward to victory.

2. What is it our duty to do as we prepare for revival? 

 It is our duty to believe that God can do this; also, to order our lives to be as obedient as possible to  

 God in thought and word and deed.

3. Why, if revival is a sovereign work of God, does it matter whether or not we long for revival? 

 One of the means God uses to accomplish his purposes is prayer; longing for revival will lead us to pray  

 for it—to cry out to God to do this work in our time. 
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